[image: ]
Students’ Union Environmental Policy
The values that we have agreed for the Union include a commitment to “act with social, ethical and environmental responsibility”. This paper develops that commitment into a number of clear policy statements, each of which are followed by the practical actions we will take to implement them.
The Union will:
Encourage staff and student involvement in environmental issues through appropriate information and training by:
· Informing staff of this policy together with the implications that it has for their work, through their training and induction. 
· Promoting environmental awareness through Freshers Fair, Welcome Week and other appropriate events throughout the year. 
· Using the website to promote environmental issues. 
Promote energy conservation by efficient use, careful planning and design with due regard to improved energy utilisation and appropriate investment in energy efficient measures by:
· Seeking the advice of the University Sustainability Manager on all future refurbishments. 
· Encouraging students and staff to switch off lighting and other electrical equipment appropriately to minimise energy consumption – through staff email, appropriate signs in rooms, advice to student groups and general advice to students. 
Minimise waste and ensure that there is effective control, which promotes recycling where possible and provides responsible disposal by:
· Working with the University to ensure that University waste disposal/recycling arrangements take account of the needs of the Union. 
· Minimising waste by providing appropriate and convenient re-cycling facilities in working spaces and common areas. 
· Ensuring that waste is effectively managed to maximise recycling. 
· Offering facilities to recycle mobile phones and printer cartridges. 
· Ensuring that redundant IT equipment, electrical equipment, and, where possible, furniture is re-used or recycled. 
· Monitoring, and seeking to reduce, paper consumption in photocopying, office printing, stationery and general printing expenditure. 
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